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Welcome

We first opened our doors in 1973, 
and as we celebrate our 50th birthday, 
we can’t wait to show you around. 
As you make your way under the sails, 
we are delighted to tell the Sydney Opera 
House story – the building, our heritage, 
the performances, the experiences, 
how we’re inspiring positive change, 
our goals for the future, and most of 
all the community. We welcome you 
to ‘Everyone’s House’.
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Did you know?

The Monumental Steps are nearly 100 
metres wide and inspired by the Mayan 
temples of Mexico. Jørn Utzon, the 
architect behind the Opera House, wanted  
to take people into something otherworldly.
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Did you know?

There is art on and off the stage 
including paintings, murals and 
tapestries. John Coburn’s Curtain of  
the Sun tapestry is making a rare special 
appearance this weekend in this theatre.
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Did you know?

In 50 years, nearly 63 million seats 
have been filled, at more than 118,000 
performances, with close to 16 million 
people having taken paid tours of the 
Opera House.
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